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Localanalgesia. 2nd edn Clive Jolly pp 144 £5 London: H K Lewis 1979 This book covers the complete field of local anaesthesia in 141 pages. It is obvious, therefore, that it cannot detail all of the anatomical, physiological or pharmacological facts necessary for its successful practice. Nevertheless, the author has succeeded in describing his approach in a logical and easily-followed style. The beginner and occasional user of any of the methods would be advised to use this book as an introductory manual to be supplemented by a more detailed standard text. Many of the blocks described involve the use of large doses of local anaesthetics, and while the need for adequate resuscitation equipment and drugs is stressed, greater emphasis on the use of oxygen in the management of convulsions (p 31) should have been made.
At £5this This book is based on the proceedings of a symposium held under the auspices of the Dutch Societyfor Psychosomatic Research. It contains a brief introduction and six separate contributions with wide variation in approach, from the presentation of original research or detailed reviewsof the literature to the presentation of personal views and case histories.
The book contains three contributions which add significantlyto the literature already available on the menopause.The late E C Jones presented a comprehensive review of the literature on perimenopausal hormonal changes in women with comments on findings in other mammals. M P Flint's contribution is a useful review of the information available on cultural variation in attitudes to the menopause and variation in the prevalence of 'menopausal' symptoms. L Seveme presents the results of a detailed survey of symptoms in 922 perimenopausal women and their relationship to social class, menopausal status and paid work outside the home.
Two further contributions, one on pam and the other on the presentation of psychiatricsymptoms at the time of the menopause, arc essentially personal viewswith a psychoanalytic orientation. A chapter on the use of oestrogenpreparations for menopausal symptomscontains little that has not been written elsewhere. This is a patchy book and although the title emphasizes the psychosomatic approach, the most striking feature is the disparity between the sociological, psychoanalytic and endocrinological approaches. Little attempt is made to integrate theseapproaches and noneof the discussion which presumably took place at the symposium is presented.
C B BALLINGER

Senior Lecturer in Psychiatry Ninewells Hospital & MedicalSchool, Dundee
Immunological Aspectsof Infectious Diseases George Dick (ed) pp 524 £19.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1979 This book reviews the immunological aspects of bacterial, fungal, viral and parasitic infections in man. There are 14 chapters by different authors which are extensively referenced. The book is clinically orientated and contains some useful information on the interpretation of serological and skin tests in fungal and protozoal infections. The two chapters on chronic and slow virus infections should help clinicians understand this difficult area.
Unfortunately, there is a lot of repetition between chapters. For instance, the fundamental aspects of host defence mechanisms are discussed in at least three chapters, sometimesusingdifferent immunological 'jargon' which might confusethose reading the book from end to end. In this context, some readers not tutored in the tradition of von Pirquet will be surprised to find that the chapter entitled 'Allergy' has not much to do with asthma or hay fever but is a discourseon the fundamentals of the various types of skin reactivity to microbial antigens. There is also a major overlap between two chapters on immunodeficiency. It would have been better to have a section at the beginning dealing with the fundamental aspectsof immuni~, including a more detailed coverage of the various proteins in serum and secretions which are probably important in nonspecific protection against microbes.
Nevertheless, the book succeeds in collecting together a series of interesting chapters from authors who have a common interest in host defence mechanisms but who come from widely differingdisciplines.
A DB WEBSTER
Consultant Physician Clinical Research Centre. Harrow
Pediatric Orthopedic Radiology (Saunders Monographs in Clinical Radiology, vol 15) M BOzonoff pp 516 £22.50 Eastboume: Saunders 1979 During the last few decades, specialization in radiology has increased tremendously, but its application to orthopaedics in general has lagged behindother disciplines.This excellentmonograph undoubtedly fills a gap. While not attempting to be entirely comprehensive, it does provide a useful source of reference to the majority of skeletal disorders in children. Accounts of regional abnormalities in the spine, upper extremity, hip, lower extremity and foot fill the first half of the book. Each of these sections opens with a valuable discussion on normal variants and developmental abnormalities. The remainder of the bookconsidersgeneralized orthopaedic disorders ofchildhood, neuromuscular disorders, skeletal trauma and specialized techniques. The author is clearly a radiologist with a wide knowledge of surgical methods of treatment, to which appropriate reference is made, thus making the work of at least equal value to orthopaedic surgeons as to radiologists. Over 400 case illustrations are large and of veryhigh quality. The book is not expensive. It is strongly recommended and deserves a placein the ready reference library of any radiological department. 
News &etlon oC the HistoryoC Medicine
The meetingon 3October 1979 took the formof a memorial tribute to the late Dr Bryn Thomas, anaesthetist-historian, and a former President of the Sectionof the History of Medicine, who died on 22 September 1978, aged 62. Professor P Daniel was in the Chair, and sixty members and guests (mcluding Mrs Nan Thomas) were present.
Dr A Marshall Barr (consultant anaesthetist, Royal Berkshire Hospual, Reading) spoke on 'Bryn Thomas as colleague and librarian'. He described and Illustrated the splendid medical libraryof the Reading Pathological Society (established 1841), for which Bryn Thomas acted as honorarylibranan for27years. ThIS libraryplayed a great part in stimulating. Bryn's interest in medical historyand muchof hIS medical historical Unfortunately, the mechanisms which regulate reproduction appear to get more and more complicatedas each year passes and the workdescribing uterine-specific proteinsand steroid receptors in uterus and gonads reflect this problem. The moreclinically-orientated papers,suchas thoseon 'Gonadotrophiccontrol ofovariansteroid production' by Baird or 'The effect of short-term bromocryptine administration on the polycystic ovary syndrome with hyperprolactinaemia' by Falaschi and his colleagues, are more likely to interest the non-expert; however these form only a small proportion of the whole book.
The most interesting section deals with developmentsin steroidassayinvolving the useof mass spectroscopy combined with gas chromatography and immunoenzymology. The main attraction of the first technique is that it can providea detailed 'steroid profile' which obviates the necessity for the multiple estimations that would otherwise be necessary. Immunoenzymology provides a welcome alternative to radioimmunoassay since it does away with the need for radioisotopes, and appears to be equally sensitive. In short, this is a useful collection of papers for steroid enthusiasts whowereunableto attend the meeting, but cannot be recommended to the casualreader.
DMAITINGLY
Professor ofPostgraduate MedicalStudies
University ofExeter writingwascarried out there. He wasalsocurator of the important Charles King collection of early anaesthetic apparatus at Reading. Bryn Thomas developed anaesthesia at the Royal Berkshire from humble beginnings to an extremely activemodem anaesthetic department, insisting always on the higheststandards,and thiswenthand in hand with his studies and writings on the history of anaesthesia, whichfacilitated both hisownpracticeand the trainingof hisjuniors.The newmedical library at the Royal Berkshire has been namedafter Bryn Thomas. Dr Barr, who is the present honorary librarian, ended with a tribute to Bryn as a remarkable anaesthetist, historical scholar, and above all a great gentleman. MissJessieDobson thenspokeon 'BrynThomas as friendand medical historian'.Shedescribed the many (some 35) papers on medical history, pub-
